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Winter is the time that change of weather can have many extremes.  This year has been no exception 
with bitter cold temperatures, snow and now flooding.  I guess it is the time of year to expect the un-
expected.  The same can be said about our health and other realities in our lives.  Using the weather as 
an analogy, there will be times of fair weather skies and times of great drought or storm clouds.   
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (KJV) speaks of life 
1 To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; 
6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 
 
There will be times of great sadness and other times of immense joy.  God has allowed life to be this 
way.  They say that what does not break you, makes you stronger.  Speaking for myself, I know I will 
have much more empathy and compassion for those who are hurting, as a result of my experiences 
with a mini stroke.  Just as it takes time for seeds to germinate and develop, so does God’s will for our 
lives. Many times, we find it hard to have patience as we wait on the Lord.    
 
God’s seasons are predictable.  We are assured that after winter, spring will arrive with new life.  
Spring has always been my favorite time of the year.  The promise of new life has a way of lifting our 
spirits to a new height. I look forward to the sound of the peepers and the songs of the spring birds 
coming back to nest. 
 
At some point in everyone’s life there will be a time of winter.  Keep in mind that spring is just around 
the corner. 
 
We like to think that life will always be peaches and cream.  The scripture referenced reminds us that 
there will be times of hardship.  In these times, our prayer life is probably most active.  Maybe God 
understands how we need times in our life that we are forced to turn to Him in prayer.  Life will have 
those difficult periods when we wonder what tomorrow might bring.  We are called to hold fast to the 
solid rock of our salvation and the storm will pass one way or the other. 
 
God’s love goes beyond anything we could fathom.  Therefore, we stand firm, growing in our faith, 
looking to be in God’s will through all things.      
 
In Christian Love,  
Pastor Mark 
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I want to start by thanking the church for your continued love and support of me filling the pulpit during Pastor 
Mark’s illness and recovery.  They’re big shoes to fill but your support has been encouraging.  I will continue to do 
my best in sharing God’s love with you.   
 

As we enter the month of March, I am excited to announce that Captivate has begun working on our annual Easter 

Sunrise Drama.  The production this year is called “The Untold Story… of Amazing Love.”  I don’t want to give the 

plot away, but I can say we have a fantastic cast.   This year, the production will include not only members of Capti-

vate, but also will include Helen Johnson and Hannah Wagoner.  We will also have special live music with Cari 

Mize and Sami Wagoner.  It really is a unique play telling the Easter Story from another perspective. There are 

monologues, interaction, humor and drama.   Make plans to join us for the Sunrise Service April 1.  Captivate will be 

spending the month of March preparing for the production.  
  
The church had 8 registered for the West Virginia Baptist Convention Senior High Convention at Mt. Vernon Baptist 

Church in Hurricane.  Teens were treated to lunch as part of the program and First Baptist provided both breakfast 

and dinner for the kids.  They enjoyed three sermons throughout the day and small group studies focusing on their 

walk with God.   
 

Would you be interested in helping chaperone Brothers Keeper this year?  Each year, we send male and female 

teenagers to Brothers Keepers.  We will need both a male and female chaperone.  If you are willing to help in that 

role, please let me know.  I am unable to attend.  I do try and treat the kids out to a dinner, usually in Parkersburg on 

Wednesday of that week.  Any high school student wanting to participate in Brothers Keeper must have a both a 

registration form and health form notarized.  The Youth Budget is covering half the costs of our teenagers who want 

to attend.  We will be doing the same for Camp Cowen. First Baptists Camp Budget will pay half of one camp for 

each youth. If you would like to sponsor a youth for camp, please let me know.  Thanks to your support, we have 

been able to send our high school students to camp without a fee.  
 

I want to give a special shout out to our youth volunteers like Liz Stewart, Ann Johnson and Helen Johnson for their 

tireless work with our young people.  You are planting seeds that are changing lives.  I also want to thank the volun-

teers who make children’s church and the nursery  a safe, fun, place for our children.  We do have several of our 

youngest students heading to Play Dates with Liz for a day of fun the first week in March.  We also have several 

signed up for the Children’s Rally at Parchment Valley.   
 

In closing, I will be missing two Sundays this month, March 18 and 25, as Jen and I will be going on a vacation to 

recharge our batteries.  Rest is important, and I usually try to take a mini vacation three times a year.  This is the first.   

No worries,  Sami Wagoner is covering Captivate in my absence.  I expect to come back and be ready to crank it up a 

bit.  I’m excited what God is doing in our church.  I’m excited about Easter!  Keep me in your prayers when we 

travel.  Love you all! 
 

In His service, 

Toby 



Monthly Meetings & Activities 
 
Mar  3-God’s Cadets Playdates 
Mar  5-Trustee Meeting @ 7 pm 
Mar  9-11 Youth Leader Core at FBC 
Mar 10-Spring Children’s Rally  
Mar 12-BOCE @ 7 pm 
  Deacon Meeting @ 8 pm 
Mar 13-Men’s Fellowship @ 6:30 
Mar 16-Movie Night @ 7 pm 
Mar 19-VBS Planning Meeting 
Mar 22-CIRCLE @ 7 pm 
Mar 25-Palm Sunday   
  “He Is Here” @ 9:30 
  Easter Egg Hunt  @ 6:30  
Mar 26-30 Holy Week Services at FUMC 
Mar 29-Maundy Thursday @ 7 pm 
Mar 30-Good Friday - Office Closed 
             Deadline for Brother’s Keeper Reg. 
   

Nursery Workers 
 
Mar   4  Connie Staats 
Mar 11  Bev Stephenson 
Mar 18  Leigh Ann Staats 
Mar 25  Jessica Morgan 

 

Children’s Church 
 

Mar   4  Deb Lyons 
Mar 11  Jennifer Wagoner   
Mar 18  Susan Gerstell 
Mar 25  Eugene Morgan 
 

CommUnity Kitchen 
 

Mar   3 Bill Stewart 
Mar 10 Susan West and crew 
Mar 17 Lion’s Club 
Mar 24 Episcopal Church 
Mar 31Freewill Baptist 
 

Deaconess for Communion 
 

Phyllis Massey 
 
 
 
 

Focus on Sunday School:   
 

 
                    Holy, Holy, Holy! 

 
This month of March we are preparing for the 
wonderful celebration of Easter.  
 
All month you will see activities around FBC that 
remind each of us of the greatness of this season.  
 
Captivate will be practicing their parts for the pro-
gram for the Sunrise Service April 1.  
 
The choir will be practicing beautiful music telling 
of the Christ’s entry into Jerusalem on Palm  Sun-
day.  
 
Liz Stewart will be getting ready for the big Easter 
Egg Hunt for the kids.  
 
Helen and Geraldine will be decorating the sanc-
tuary and church for the upcoming holy services. 
 
Additional services will take place - both at FBC 
and First United Methodist Church.  Holy Week 
Services will be held at FUMC at noon each day. 
Our  people will be feeding and serving on 
Wednesday that week.  Our  Maundy Thursday 
Service will be on Thursday at 7:00. 
 
As for Sunday School, we will be presenting the 
play, He Is Coming on Palm Sunday March 25 at 
9:30.  Everyone is invited to come and begin our 
week of celebration with Sunday School.  
 
Christmas is when God sent the gift of 
His Son. Easter is when His Son gave 
us the gift of Life.  
 
Bring your family and attend Sunday School  each 
week! 



 



FBC says Goodbye to Tina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, February 4, First Bap-
tist held a reception for Tina 
Wolfe.  
 
Tina moved to Florida to be close 
to family and enjoy the sunshine.  
 
Tina, you will be missed but our 
prayers are that you have a won-
derful and blessed life!  

Captivate on the Go! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On February 24, Toby took members of 
Captivate to the Senior High Convention 
at Mount Vernon Baptist Church in Hur-
ricane.  
 
The group took part in different work-
shops through out the day on Saturday.  Time for Brothers 

Keepers 
 It’s that time of year 
again to plan for Brothers 
Keepers. Early registration 

is due to the convention by April 1. 
 
Further on in the Anchor, you will find 
forms that need completed. You can 
also get these online at WVBC.org or in 
our office.  
 
For each student, you will need to have 
the individual application AND a health 
form completed and signed.  
 
All Crew Leaders need to complete the 
Crew Leader form AND a health form 
also. All forms are available online or in 
the office too.  
 
Please complete and bring all forms to 
the office by March 23 to allow for no-
tarizing, check to be written and mail-
ing.  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 2018 
 

Five of our men participated in the Annual 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast that was hosted this 
year by Parchment Valley Baptist Church in 
Ripley. 
 
Throughout the program, the men lifted prayers 
of thanks to the Lord, prayers for our churches, 
families, the WVBC, men and fathers, missions 
and our veterans.  
 
We are blessed to have men of prayer in our 
community.  
 
James 5:16 “ Confess your faults one to an-
other, and pray one for another, that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.”                 KJV 







Celebrating Valentines Day 
 

Each year, the Valentine Dinner has been a 
fund raiser for the youth activities. This 
year, however, the group decided to give 
the donations they received to the Lance 
Ritchie Scholarship Fund in honor of the 
love our church had for Lance and the love 
Lance had for all kids.  
 
The scholarship will be used for students 
who may want to attend a trade school after 
graduation.  
 

Kudos Captivate! 

Captivators attended the Senior High Youth Convention in February.  
!!Music, mayhem, games, and the word of the Lord!! 















Holy Week Services 
 

This year the Holy Week Services will be at First United Methodist Church on Flinn Street starting Mon-
day March 26.  If you have never participated in the services, this year would be a great time to start.  
 
The services are every day starting at 12:00 noon. The Jackson County Ministerial Association organizes 
the ministers in the area who will be presenting the daily devotion. Music and prayers are lifted up before 
the Lord each day.  
 
Following the service, a luncheon is provided by the various churches. The JCMA tries to have every-
thing timed to allow people who work in our community the ability to come enjoy the food of God as 
well as a nice lunch before they have to return to work.  
 
This year, the message of the day will be given by the following:  
· Monday—Pastor Bill Stewart; Reedy Baptist Church 
· Tuesday—Rev. David Shirer; Ravenswood Church of the Nazarene 
· Wednesday—Pastor Chris Skeens; Freewill Baptist Church 
· Thursday—Rev. Claire Butler; First Presbyterian Ravenswood & Ripley 
· Friday—Rev. Ken Peters; First United Methodist Church 
 
First Baptist Church will be providing meals on Wednesday.  The meal will consist of soup, rolls, crack-
ers, desserts and drinks. If you are able to help with the meal—either cooking or serving—please contact 
the office or Carolyn Torris.  

Tenebrae  
 

Tenebrae (/ˈtɛ.nə.breɪ/ or /ˈtɛ.nə.bri/ -Latin for "darkness") is a Christian religious service celebrated during Holy Week 
within Western Christianity, on the evening before or early morning of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. 
 
 
 
 
 
Each year on Maundy Thursday, First Baptist Church observes a time of sadness with a Tenebrae Ser-
vice. The purpose of the service is to recreate the emotional feelings of the passion story—the punish-
ment of Christ for our sins. The service is not a happy, celebrative time. It is a time we quietly come to-
gether to recognize the anguish of Jesus.  
 

We will hear scriptures telling of the prophecies; words spoken by Jesus; the brutal beating by the Ro-
mans; the betrayal of the disciples; the sadness of no hope.  
 
Candles will illuminate the sanctuary. A solo will be heard. A solemness will permeate the evening as, 
one by one, the candles are extinguished with each scripture reading. The final candle—The Christ Can-
dle—is the last one to be put out, leaving us in a near darkness—like the world without hope.  
 
A black cloth will cover everything signifying the death of our Savior as we depart in earnest silence to 
reflect on what has been done to Jesus.  
 
The purpose of the service is to recreate the betrayal, abandonment, and agony of the events that hap-
pened so long ago, and it is left unfinished, because the story isn’t over……...  
 

Easter is on the way! 



Meraki-  
to do something with all your soul, heart, 
and creativity; putting all of yourself into 

what you are doing.  
 
Our Dad did just that no matter what he was 
doing whether it was fixing an ice machine, 
helping us with projects, and teaching Brent 
and I to draw. Not many people knew of the 
gift he had with a pencil and paper. Most of 
the bulletin board decorations at Mom’s 
school were created with the help of our Dad.  
 

With that being said, my family and I would like to invite all of you to join in on a fund-
raiser for the Lance Ritchie Memorial Scholarship Fund. All proceeds will go to a won-
derful opportunity for a Jackson County graduate! 
 
Want to donate to a good cause, eat pizza and have fun while doing it? Come join us as 
we are Brushing it with Betsy on Saturday March 17 from 4-7 pm in the fellowship 
hall! All levels of artists are welcome! Each student will be guided with step-by-step 
instructions to ensure you love your unique masterpiece. We will be painting a piece 
that celebrates the love that Lance had for WVU! The painting will be on a 12x12 
wrapped canvas, all supplies and pizza are included in the ticket price. ~ $50 in advance 
~ $55 at the door. 
 
Spaces are limited to 40  ~ please prepay to ensure your seat and to receive the dis-
counted price, via paypal (bet_c_boop@yahoo.com) use the friends and family tab. 
Don’t have paypal, no worries! My mother ( Rhonda Ritchie) and I would be happy to 
collect your payment and get it to Betsy. Hope to see you there!  
 
My cell 304-532-0253 if you need to get in contact with me.  Bethany (Ritchie) Taylor 

Lance Ritchie Memorial Scholarship Fund Raiser 









announcements 

Bible Book of the 
Month  

March 2018 
1&2 Peter; Jude 

 

Easter Egg Hunt!  
Palm Sunday at 6:30 

 
God’s Cadets to 
PLAYDATES  

March 3 

Mar 5 Meeting 
Trustees—7:00 

 
Mar 12 Meetings 

BOCE—7:00 
Deacons—8:00 

Have you checked out the prayer calendar today? 

 

March Movie Night!  
March  16 at 7:00.  

Please return your baby bottles 
for The Women’s Care Center by 

March 04. Thank you! 

March  Birthdays 
 

Amy Williams 3/3 
Helen Johnson 3/4 

Gusta Arrington 3/4 
Larry Bailes 3/20 

Zach Graham 3/21 
Tina Wolfe 3/24 

Ross Mellinger 3/27 
Rhonda Ritchie 3/29 
Sharon Adkins 3/30 

 

Y outh L eader C ore 
 

March 9 through March 11 
 

Morning Service will be YLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship 
March 13 @ 6:30 

Women’s CIRCLE  
At Marie DeLong’s home 

March 22 at 7:00 

 
Holy Week Services at Noon  

 
March 26-30  

 
at First United Methodist Church 

 
Maundy Thursday Services 

March 29 @ 7:00 

 
Children’s Spring Rally  

Parchment Valley Conference Center 
March 10 



CHURCH  PRAYER  CALENDAR 
Prayer for our fellow members is an important part of our relationship with the Lord 
and helps us to grow closer as a church family.  Each day during this month there is 
a different individual or family that you are asked to include in your prayers. 

On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, 
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

        John 12:12-13 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

   1 
Tim & Connie 
Staats 
 

2 
Cole & Diana 
Staats 

3 
Ron & Amy 
Starkey 
 

4 
Warner 
Stephens 

5 
John & Rose 
Stephenson 
 
 

6 
Tom & Bev 
Stephenson 

7 
Stephen & 
Leanne 
Thompson, 
Ryley 

8 
Randy &  
Carolyn Torris 

9 
Jared Torris 

10 
Kindsey Torris 

11 
Dale & Anna 
Vanderlaan 

12 
Dorothy 
Varney 

13 
Quinter Vought 

14 
Toby & Jennifer 
Wagoner, John, 
Aaron, Hannah 

15 
Sami Wagoner 

16 
Janyce Watkins 

17 
Megan Watkins 

18 
Susan West 

19 
Dan & Amy 
Williams, 
Cody, Kenley 

20 
Nick Williams 

21 
Sierra Williams 

22 
Dave & Dena 
Williams 

23 
Jordan  
Williams 

24 
Josh Williams, 
Sarah Lycans 

25 
Mike & Cara 
Williams, 
Deshone,  
Marcus 

26 
Jennie Wise 

27 
Tina Wolfe 

28 
Kevin & Abbi 
Woods 
 

29 
Taylor Woods 

30 
Geraldine 
Wright 

31 
Brandon & 
Ashlee Wyant, 
Connor, 
Beckett 

       

March 2018 


