August 2020

The

Anchor

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul...Heb.6:19a

Tis the season for weddings! I am reminded of the scripture in Song of Solomon 8:6-7:
“Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death,
jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the
LORD. Many waters cannot quench love; neither can floods drown it. If a man offered
for love all the wealth of his house, he would be utterly despised."
Since June, three of our young women in our church have married or will marry their
soulmates by the time this article is printed. Holly Gerstell married Jesse Nowery in
June. Samantha Wagoner married Randy Lawson II in July. And the first weekend in
August, Cari Mize is marrying Grant Chapman. These young women have been active
in our church over the last several years and a constant at Baptist Campus Ministries at
Marshall University. Weddings are wonderful occasions. However, if I could be honest,
the

pressure

of

planning

the

perfect

wedding

is

harsh

on

everyone.

I know for our family, trying to navigate COVID-19 and the restrictions placed upon
weddings and their venues have been daunting and to be truthful almost overwhelming.
I’m sure Mark Gerstell and Ben Mize can both relate to me regarding the pressures of
wanting their daughter’s wedding to not just be special, but perfect. COVID-19 made
that tough. But we’ve made it through. As a church, we should celebrate these three
new Christian families. May the Lord bless each of them. As I attended Sami’s wedding, I think of my own anniversary this month. Jennifer and I celebrate our anniversary
on August 6. Believe it or not, our wedding was super-simple, in the backyard, in dress
shorts, with just a few friends and family. We probably did not spend over $500 on the

entire ordeal. We opted to spend our money on a honeymoon. To be honest, I think I
would have died to have had any of the weddings these young ladies have had. In sincerity, I wish Holly, Samantha and Cari the best life can offer, and would only suggest they
keep God first and foremost in their life, by establishing their families in the love of
Christ, because it is His mercy that allows all of us to endure life, together.

In other news, during this month, the church will be holding a blood drive with the
American Red Cross on August 10. If you would like to make an appointment to donate blood, you may do so by calling 1-800-733-2767 to schedule an appointment.

If

you want to be on standby if your timeslot is unavailable, please let Susan at the office
know and she can call you if a vacancy occurs.
I would like to thank those volunteers who work the CommUnity Kitchen each week.
Our CommUnity Kitchen is serving takeout meals on Saturdays. Until some of the
spacing restrictions for indoor dining are removed, we will continue to utilize take out
service. If you know someone who could use a meal, tell them about this service. It’s
free to anyone who needs a meal.
Lastly, I would like to thank the family of Anne Adkins for their $10,000 legacy gift to
the church. Sister Anne wanted the contribution to go to the church following her passing as a love gift. Her family honored that desire by presenting the church a legacy gift
in that amount in her name. This generosity should remind all of us, that we too,
should think about considering the church in our estate planning. We all have an opportunity to leave a legacy long after we leave. Some gifts may be far less than
$10,000, while other gifts could be far greater. Legacy gifts through estate planning
allows the church to be solidified to meet needs of future congregants long after we
have passed. There is no doubt these kinds of gifts make a huge difference. Anne’s
gift to the church was unrestricted meaning it can be used as church sees fit. As one
family member told me, “Mom knew the church would know what to do with this gift,
and we’re fine with that.” Anne’s love gift demonstrated her love for you and this
church. We will all miss her. Is it not amazing to know that in Anne’s last days -- the
church was on her mind?
In His service,

Pastor Toby

OH MY GOSH! WHAT A YARD SALE! We had the best Youth Yard Sale ever! So
many of you brought in clothes and goodies for us to sell. The youth worked hard setting up
and tearing down. Many thanks to our adult helpers too: Helen Johnson, Wayne Fridley, Gary
and Pam Balser, Jim Speer, Nancy McCoy and Susan West. We made $3500! Please take time
to look at the pictures.
We have met each Wednesday and Sunday nights either at Tudor’s or Bob and Helen Johnson’s
home for a pool side lesson. We are averaging about 20 youth in attendance each time. This
combined Junior and Senior High youth.
Most of our 11 graduates were able attend Graduate Sunday on July 5. Bibles and gifts were
given to each graduate. Destinijane Hicks was the recipient of the first FBC $500 scholarship.
She will be attending a culinary arts school. I’ve grown close to these kids over the years and
will miss them. I’m hoping some will be willing to return as leaders in the Senior High group
if they are available.
Later that day, we caravanned to Parkersburg in our formal attire to take pictures in the park.
Thanks Abbi Woods for the great pictures! After surviving the heat in the park, we all went for
a dinner at Western Sizzlin. Everyone had a great time!!
Thank you for allowing me to work with your teenagers!
Blessings,

Ann

Formal Dinner Day
Ann took the Senior High to Fort
Boreman Park in Parkersburg for
some really cool pics! (Thanks Abbi
Woods!) This was a way for those
who weren’t able to dress for prom
to show off a little.

After posing for pics, the whole
group enjoyed a great meal at
Western Sizzlin’.
Thanks Helen Johnson and Nancy
McCoy for dr iving!

Giving can be done in many ways.


Mail to FBC, 215 Ann Street,
Ravenswood, WV 26164



Drop it off at the church. (we
can run out to the curb and pick
it up from you if you prefer not
to come in)



Use Tithe.ly on line for a quick,
easy way to give. Go to our website and click on Online Giving
to FBC.

Congratulations
to
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lawson

When God Opens a Window
By: J.D. and Rhonda Reed
Global Servants to Bolivia

Growing up I often heard, and as a pastor I know I have given the counsel, “When God closes a door, he opens a window”. It is a very cliché thing to say, but in these months, we
can tell you that this is precisely what has happened.
Like the rest of the world, the year 2020 has been a bust so
far. After over 4 months of pandemic and the reality that it
will continue at least for the near future, for many it seems
like all ministry has come to a halt. Churches are reeling and
people are up in arms that they can’t return to worship with
their friends and family all together. We live in a different
reality. It kind of seems like the reality that we had grown
accustomed to ended abruptly, kind of like the door to our
future was slammed in our faces.
For many of us, and for many different reasons, it is easy to
see this as an apocalyptic event. How will we survive? Will
we ever return to “the way things were?” So many questions,
but in our looking for answers it seems that just as the old
adage goes, “God opened a window”.
Our family left Bolivia on the last day in April due to the pandemic and very soon after we got back, we got
a call from a colleague with an interesting question. An old college friend was in touch with her and shared
that he worked for Wheaton College and they needed to provide cloth masks for every student to return to
classes in the fall. He was wondering if she knew of any one needing work or a ministry that needed
funds. This is where we come in.
We had been praying for an opportunity to raise money for the House of Hope and the Project of Hope
Foundation for months, as the giving had been down, and with the pandemic our resources had dropped
and we were in the “red”. This money would bring us not just back into the positive side, but give us a
cushion we could use for the rest of the year. It wasn’t what we were hoping for, but as I said before…it
was a window of opportunity.
We consulted with colleagues and friends and determined to put out the clarion call to see what we could
come up with. So many of you came out in full force. Whether it was just 10 masks or one church that did
over 500, it was like over 100 churches and individuals just jumped through the window to help us out.
From every part of the US, men and women, quilting groups and Sunday school classes stepped up and in
just Over 2 months we were able to ask for, receive, sort, package, and send just over 10,000 masks to
Wheaton College and receive $10,000+ to go toward the ministry.
What a great blessing to be able to start out our year of US/Puerto Rico assignment with such a successful
project. It is simply because people from all across the United States joined together to help one ministry
meet a goal.
Now here is the question: What do you think would happen if we could capitalize on that momentum to try
and do work in our communities. Churches and ministries coming together to help feed the homeless, or
provide clothes for those who couldn’t buy on their own.
Maybe we could extend the hand of hospitality to those who were struggling with addiction and help them
overcome it, or even to work together to care for those that are undergoing trauma due to the Coronavirus
(whether physical or emotional). What could happen if we as the citizens of the Kingdom of God would
actually put our King (Jesus) first and actually do what we can to bring about His will in the world?
Do you hear that? I think it sounds like another window creaking open.

Focus on Sunday School:

August Birthdays

Sunday School teaches us many things. There are
exciting stories and people in the Bible. Have you
heard about Ehud, the great spy for Israel?
The Israelites had turned away from the Lord at different times
and the Lord allowed their enemies to overtake them. This particular time, God’s people had served Eglon, the king of Moab
for 18 years.
After repenting and crying out to God, the Lord raised up
Ehud, the son of Gera from the tribe of Benjamin, as a deliverer. It’s interesting that the Bible even mentions him being left
handed. Ehud prepared a special sword, very short - only about
18 inches long. He secretly secured the sword on his right thigh
under his clothes. Ehud was also given a tribute to take to the
fat king Eglon.
Ehud gained entrance to where King Eglon was seated which
was in a cool room on the roof. He presented the king with the
tribute and let the king know he had a special secret message
for him. Eglon sent everyone away so Ehud could tell him this
secret.
While they were alone on the roof, Ehud told him, “ I have a
message from God for you”. With that Ehud reached with his
left hand, drew the sword from his thigh and thrust it deep into
the king! Ehud escaped from the roof to his people Israel. He
then led an army of Israelites to a victory over the Moabites!

Bobby Jeter—8/1
Mary Beth Stewart—8/3
Jane Moore—8/3
Patti Calvert—8/8
Warner Stephens—8/8
Beau Bennett—8/11
Holly Palmer—8/11
Lincoln Ritchie—-8/11
Mason Kerns—8/13
Amy Starkey—8/15
Torren Johnson—8/22
Leigh Ann Kerns—8/26
Kenny Goodwin—8/29
Is your birthday name missing?
Tell Susan

Bible Book of the Month

August 2020

Exodus

If God is for us, who can be against us?

Right Now Media Link
For over a year, FBC people have had the opportunity to enjoy Bible Studies, Children’s shows, a
HUGE library of faith-based videos that you can access whenever and wherever you want on
Right Now Media. There is content for all ages and stages of life.
Some of you have already signed up for it. If not, I encourage you to register today. Here is the
link:
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/fbcravenswood

CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer for our fellow members is an important part of our relationship with the Lord
and helps us to grow closer as a church family. Each day during this month there is
a different individual or family that you are asked to include in your prayers.

August
2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Jim Speer

2
Bill & Liz Stewart
Michael, Riley,
Mary Beth

3
Tim & Connie
Staats

4
Cole & Diana
Staats

5
Ron & Amy
Starkey

6
Warner
Stephens

7
John & Rose
Stephenson

8
Tom & Bev
Stephenson

9
Ralph & Jennifer
Taylor, Kelly,
Logan, McKenzie

10
Destiny Thomas

11
Stephen &
Leanne
Thompson,
Ryley

12
Randy & Carolyn
Torris

13
Jared Torris

14
Kindsey Torris

15
Jody Tolbert

16
Dale & Anna
Vanderlaan

17
Dorothy Varney

18
Quinter Vought

19
Toby & Jen
Wagoner, John,
Aaron, Hannah

20
Sami Wagoner

21
Pauline Walker

22
Janyce Watkins

23
Megan Watkins

24
Susan West

25
Danny & Kim
Westmoreland

26
Dan & Amy
Williams, Cody,
Kenley Hickman

27
Nick Williams

28
Dave & Dena
Williams

29
Jordan Williams

30

31

Mike & Cara
Williams, Deshone,
Marcus

Sierra Williams

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field.”
Matthew 9:37-38

