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Anchor 
We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul...Heb.6:19a 

 

May 2021 

           The month of May is upon us and when we think about the month of May, we cannot help but 

think of remembrances and legacy.  Paul gives us a perfect example of such remembrances in Philip-

pians 1:3 ESV when he said, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.”  Paul of course was 

talking about the impact that the Philippian church had on him.  He was gracious for their love and 

their support.  Paul attributed that love and willingness to provide this support and watch-care to the 

Lord.  How many people in our lives have touched us throughout the years with their love and sup-

port? 
 

During the month of May our church will remember those in the Military who died serving our nation, 

those precious loved ones who have passed over the years that we miss dearly, and our mothers who 

God gave us who have touched our hearts.  As we remember and celebrate, let us be like Paul and 

praise God for their lives.  As many of us will visit the graves of loved ones, we will come across 

monuments of those who have bravely served our nation and gave their life.  I always picture Arling-

ton in my mind, with the fields of honor dotted with tiny white headstones.    It is hard to fathom more 

than 1.3 million people have died in U.S. military conflict dating back to 1812.  Most deaths occurring 

in the Civil War in which 620,000 soldiers died. 
 

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, was established as a day of remembrance for those 

who have died in military service.  The national holiday was established in 1971 marking the last 

Monday in May as Memorial Day.   Interestingly, on the Thursday before Memorial Day, 1,200 sol-

diers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry will place small American flags at each of the more than 260,000 grave-

stones at Arlington National Cemetery, and then provide patrol 24 hours a day during the weekend to 

ensure that each flag remains standing (www.officeholidays.com/holiday s/usa/memorial-day).  This 

remembrance and honor has occurred every year since the 1950s.  I love the care that is involved to 

honor these brave men and women who served our nation and gave their lives for freedom. 
 

As far as local recognition here at First Baptist, we’ll have our traditional Memorial Day Service hon-

oring fallen soldiers, those in our congregation who passed away between May 01, 2020-April 30, 

2021 with a special candle lighting ceremony during our morning worship.  During that service, we 

will also be honoring Philip Lyons who will be receiving his Eagle Scout Award for mapping veter-

ans’ graves at Ravenswood Cemetery immediately following in a ceremony in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

Earlier in May, we will be honoring mothers as part of Mother’s Day.  Some of us still have our moth-

ers with us and if we do, we should do all that we can to love on them.  But for many of us, we no 

longer have our moms here.  Let us all pray for those who struggle this time of year because of special 

loved ones who have gone on to heaven ahead of us.  Most of all, let us encourage each other as we 

remain in this world to be the best we can be – and let us carry on the legacy of those who came be-

fore us.  Chances are, someone is thanking God for you now but you just don’t realize it.  That’s be-

cause you are leaving a legacy of love worth remembering. 

 

In Service to the King of Kings,  
 

Pastor Toby  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s graduation time! This year, we are so proud of those students who 
have competed their studies. Some will be going on to college and 
some will be working; but all will be finding the path the Lord wants 
for them in the world. Please be in prayer for our graduating youth: 
Kailey Durback, Kaeleigh Grandon, Hollie Hord, Jacob Murray, Mary 
Beth Ritchie, Grace Shirley, and Ethan Wright. We will be recognizing 
the graduates during our morning worship service on May 23. Pastor 
Toby and Jen will be serving their annual high school graduate break-
fast that morning too.  
 
It’s also time to sign up for camps - both Brothers Keeper and Camp 
Cowen. The forms are in the office or you can find them in this issue 
of the Anchor. FBC will pay for one camp for each child. If you are in-
terested, please contact Susan in the office and she will furnish you 
with more information. The deadline for registration through the 
church is May 15.  
 
Brothers Keeper 2021 will be June 20-25. This year will be an exciting 
time as the youth gather again to the theme “Doing Christ’s Work To-
gether.” A talent show based on the BK theme and scripture is 
planned. The deadline to register for BK is also May 15 (shirt size is 
needed too.) See Susan in the office for more information.  BK 
this year will be limited to 100 participants so register early! 
 
For those wanting to have an FBC BK, I hope to have the youth who 
are not able to go to the camp to do some service outreach in our 
church and community. The kids are excited about this. And so am I! 
 
We are looking at a busy time of year for the youth and soon we will 
be able to start meeting on Sunday evenings as well as Wednesdays. 
We are learning what we can do with God’s blessing.  Thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to work with your kids.  
 
 
In His service,  

Ann 



















 

On Easter morning, Landon King fol-
lowed the Lord in baptism. His father 
Matt helped Pastor Toby with this ordi-
nance.  
 
After the service, Landon, Matt and 
Kristie  King were welcomed as 
members of the FBC church family.  





John Stephenson Helps with Red 
Cross Blood Drive 







Before 

Sleeping on the job?? 

Great Job  
  Alan Arrington! 
     Thanks Much! 

How many Baptists does it take to put a 
desk together?  Who cares! As long as we  
have fun! 

After 

Many thanks to Gary Balser, Richard 
Massey and, our in house teacher, Sandy 
Confer for getting the desk put together! 



The 18-35 Class held 
a panel of 6 mem-
bers from FBC to 
answers questions to 
help them gain wis-
dom.  
 
Different points of 
view from various 
walks of life - all 
while loving the Lord.  



 

God’s Ideal Mother 

 

The mother who owns Christ as Lord 

And Saviour in her life; 

The mother who has peace with God, 

Who has no inner strife; 

The mother who knows how to trust 

The Father for all things; 

The mother who is right and just,  

As punishment she brings. 

 

The mother who knows how to pray 

For every daily need; 

The mother who can point the way,  

Where God would have her lead; 

The mother who knows how to guide 

A precious child to God; 

The mother who walks by His side,  

Who walks the way He trod. 

 

The mother who knows how to teach  

Her child the Holy Word;  

The mother who knows how to reach  

A child who has not heard; 

The mother who knows how to show 

A loving, tender face; 

The mother who can help him grow 

In wisdom and in grace.  

 

The mother who can make a home,  

In any place on earth; 

The mother, who, though children roam,  

Has love that knows no dearth 

The mother who is all of this 

To whom her God is real; 

The mother who is not remiss 

She is her God’s ideal.  

                                     -Cora Pinkham 



   

CORN HOLE TOURNAMENT ENTRY FOR 
 

 This single elimination tournament is a partner event for all ages.   
 
DATE OF EVENT:  Sunday, May 16, 2021 
TIME:  Star ting time is 2:30 
PLACE:  Cour tyard at First Baptist Church--215 Ann Street 
COST:  $20 per team; 
SIGN UP BY NOON Friday, May 14.  Drop off entry forms at the 
Church; mail in; or call 304 273-9910 or 
Call or text 304 761-8255 OR 304 687-1222 to register 
(Payment will be accepted at the tournament) 
NAME, AGE (as of 5-16-21), PHONE NUMBER 
 
___________________________ ____  ______________________ 
 
___________________________  ____  ______________________ 
 
DIVISION (Check One): 
To be in the Junior Division, both partners must be ages 15 and under.  If 
either of the partners is 16 or over, sign up for the senior division. 
_____  Junior (Up to Age 15)- Play 15 point games 
 
_____  Senior (Ages 16 and Up)- Play 21 point games 
 
                             Note: Refreshments Will Be Sold 
AWARDS: 

First Place and Runner Up Trophies will be awarded in each division. 
The First Place Team in the Senior Division will receive a cash award of $50 
Runner Up team in the Senior Division will receive a cash award of $25 
The First place and Runner Up individuals in the junior division 
will receive $5-$10 gift cards 
The fun and fellowship will be its own reward! 
 



Eagle Scout Achievement 
 
Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable in the Scout Boy 
Scouts of America  program. Since it began in 1911, only 
4% of all Scouts have earned this rank after a lengthy re-
view. To date, 2.5 million youth have earned the rank of Ea-
gle Scout.  
 
Some of the recipients of this award may be familiar to you: 
 President Gerald Ford 
 Astronaut Neil Armstrong 
 Film Director Steven Spielberg 
 Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 
 All Star Baseball Player Shane Victorino   
 
And on May 30, FBC member Philip Lyons will be added 
to the list.  
 
Philip will be speaking during the service that morning. 
Following the service, leaders of the Boys Scouts will pre-
sent Philip with his award in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
A reception will follow in Philip’s honor.  

 

Congratulations Nathanael  Flesher 
 

 
 

Nathanael will be graduating from WVU-P on 
May 8 with a Bachelor of Applied Science in Su-
pervisory Management. He has also earned an As-
sociate of Applied Science in Advanced Manufac-
turing Technology (Magna Cum Laude) on De-
cember 12, 2020,  an Associate of Applied Science 
in Multi-Craft Technology (Magna Cum Laude) 
on May 11, 2019, a Certificate of Applied Science  
in Industrial Maintenance (Magna Cum Laude) on 
May 11, 2019, and a Certificate of Applied Sci-
ence in Electricity and Instrumentation (Magna 
Cum Laude) on May 11,2019. He is pursuing a ca-
reer in industry.  

Congratulations Nathanael! 







Register through the church to save on tax.  
Deadline to register through the church is 

May 10. 
 

 



Anne Loar Adkins 
6/6/1929-6/29/2020 

 

James Morris Eubank Jr 
    2/17/1932-6/9/2020 
 

Beth Anne Stephenson Wood 
7/7/1962-6/4/2020 

 

Carolyn Yvette Randolph 
9/17/1948-7/11/2020 

Freda Buckland McVey 

3/3/1958-8/20/2020 



James F. Porter  
12/17/1925-11/17/2020 

 

Gloria Ann Easter 
2/1/1947-11/17/2020 

Gloria Ann Blackhurst 
6/9/1956-1/31/2021 

Rosemary Stephenson 
11/29/1936-2/2/2021 

Geraldine Iris Gregorich 
6/27/1930-4/13/2021 



We are in the process of gathering items for our First 
Baptist Church Vacation Bible School June 14-18. This 
year is going to be beyond fun!! 
 
We’ll have dragons and knights and ladies in waiting - all 
kinds of nifty things! The best part is learning about The 
King’s Armor! Mark your calendar for your kids and grand-
kids! 
 
If you are willing to help with some of the items listed be-
low, please mark them VBS and drop them off at the 
church Fellowship Hall.   
 
And thanks for helping us make this a super great year!! 

Craft Supplies  
 Multi-colored felt 9x12 squares 
 Orange, red, yellow tissue paper; 

cardboard larger than 24” 
 Empty Paper towel & toilet paper 

center roll, Front and back of ce-
real boxes 

 25 Foam Boards  
 5 foil (75 sq ft) 
 All kinds of rhinestones 
 4 packages of sponges 
 1 pkg Q-tips 
 White glue; gray paint 
 Black construction paper  
 80 1” washers 
 Cellophane (variety of colors) 
 Lace material; pom poms 
 Foam plates 

Science 
 Large trash can 
 Play dough 
 Matches 
 Shower curtain liner 
 2 bungee cords 
 Painters tape 
 Dixie cups 

Food  
 2 bags of large pretzel rods 
 Melting chocolate - white 
 1 bag big marshmellows 
 1 large jar peanut butter 
 1 large jar jelly 
 Big bag gummy lifesavers 
 Hugs kids drinks 
 Little (4oz) bottled water 
 
Perishable items will be needed as 
we get closer to VBS in June.   
 
If you would like to donate money 
for those items, please make 
checks payable to First Baptist 
Church with VBS supplies in the 
memo. 
 



Focus on Sunday School:    
 

 
 
 

Good Reasons to Read/Learn the Bible: 

  You can find answers (1 Peter 3:15) 

 God commanded it (2 Timothy 2:15; John 

5:39, 1 Peter 2:2, 3:18) 

 Ignorance is not excused  (Acts 17:30) 

 Ignorance destroys (Hosea 4:6) 

 Ignorance causes church problems (Romans 

16:18) 

 You can make good decisions (Psalm 119:105) 

 It keeps us from sin (Psalm 119:11) 

Sunday School is a great place to read and learn 
about the Bible!  

Please join us at 9:30 on Sundays! 

 

Bible Book of the Month  
May 2021 

 

Nahum 
 

May Calendar 
 

May  1  Church Wide Clean up day 

May  3  Trustee Meeting at 6:00 

May  6  Deaconess Meeting at 6:30 

May  9  Mother’s Day 

May 10 BOCE at 6:30 

May 11 Men’s Fellowship at 6:30 

May 16 1835 Corn Hole Tournament at 5:30 

May 17 Deacons Meeting at 6:30 

May 18 Financial Committee at 6:00 

May 19 Anchor Articles due 

May 20 CIRCLE at 7:00 

May 23 Graduation Sunday; Pentecost Sunday 

May 30 Memorial Sunday; Philip Lyons Eagle Scout  

May 31 Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 

CommUnity Kitchen 
 

May  1  Burt Lyons 
May  8  FUMC 
May 15 Wagoner Family 
May 22 Calvary Baptist 
May 29 No CK - Holiday 

May Birthdays 
 
 
 
 

Ann Johnson - 5/2 
Nick Williams - 5/10 

Kenley Hickman - 5/14 
Hannah Wagoner - 5/21 

Juanita Raines - 5/21 
Cole McGoskey - 5/22 
Venisa Flesher - 5/25 

Josh Mize - 5/27 
Susan West - 5/27 

John Wagoner - 5/30 
 

Is your birthday name 
missing?                                     

Tell Susan  



CHURCH  PRAYER  CALENDAR 
Prayer for our fellow members is an important part of our 
relationship with the Lord and helps us to grow closer as a 
church family.  Each day during this month there is a 
different individual or family that you are asked to include 
in your prayers. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

     1 

John & Jennifer 

Ortt 

 

2 

Allen & Holly 

Palmer 

3 

Adam Palmer 

4 

Tyler & Jennifer  

Pitts, Owen,  

Isabella 

5 

Mick & Susan 

Price 

6 

Mary Proctor 

7 

Amy Purdue 

 

8 

Kay Pursley 

 

9 

Roger & Belinda 

Rader 

10 

Juanita Raines 

11 

Don & Melissa 

Raynes 

12 

Lee & Connie 

Reynolds 

13 

Tyler & 

Michelle Ritchie 

Josh, Mary Beth 

14 

Rhonda Ritchie 

15 

Brent & Angel 

Ritchie, Conner, 

Lincoln,  

Beckham 

16 

David & Felisha 

Scott 

17 

Darrell & Camille 

Smith 

18 

Jim Speer 

19 

Bill & Liz 

Stewart,  

Michael, Riley 

Mary Beth 

20 

Tim & Connie 

Staats 

21 

Cole & Diana 

Staats 

22 

Ron & Amy Stark-

ey 

 

23 

Warner  

Stephens 

 

24 

John Stephenson 

25 

Tom & Bev Ste-

phenson 

 

26 

Ralph & Jen 

Taylor, Kelly, 

Hunter,  

McKenzie 

27 
Destiny Thomas 

28 

Stephen & 

Leanne  

Thompson, Ryley 

29 

Randy &  

Carolyn Torris 

30  
 
Jared Torris 

31 
 
Kindsey Torris 

     

May 2021 

Good morning God.  

I hope you have a wonderful 

day! 


