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Anchor 
We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul...Heb.6:19a 

 

October 2024 

              This time of year, I start to think about ñchange.ò The beautiful leaves are beginning to         
       come alive with a vast array of colors as fall approaches. Change can be challenging, but itôs al-
so beautiful. 
 

When reflecting on personal change, itôs hard not to consider the transformation we undergo as Chris-
tians when we surrender our lives to the Lord. Ephesians 4:20-24 states, ñYou were taught, with re-
gard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful de-
sires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and holinessò (NIV). This kind of spiritual change allows us to focus more on 
Jesus in our lives. As believers, we are called to live better, fostering a desire to love and serve oth-
ersðnot out of pride, but from humility, following Jesusô example. 
Sometimes, change is forced upon us by circumstances beyond our control. We might lose a job and 
have to relocate, or face health issues that sideline us. However, the Lord can use these circumstances 
to bring about spiritual transformation. For that change to occur, we must be obedient and willing to 
embrace it, rather than resist. In our humanity, we often find it easier to resist change instead of ac-
cepting it. Our rebellious nature can give Satan an advantage early in our lives, leading us to believe 
that becoming a Christian means abandoning our dreams and desires. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. With Jesus at the center of our lives, we gain perspective on our dreams, realizing that God 
has created each of us for a greater purpose that glorifies Him. This may even mean achieving those 
dreams. I donôt have to change who I am or disregard my wishes. When Jesus is our Savior, the Holy 
Spirit molds us into who we are meant to be in Christ. Although this process can be challenging in our 
sin-filled world, we must remember that if God is behind our desire for spiritual change, then great 
things lie ahead in our relationship with Him. 
 

Consider the Apostle Paul and his dramatic conversion. Scripture vividly portrays Saulôs transfor-
mation into Paul. Saul, a fervent persecutor of Christians, encounters Jesus on the road to Damascus 
and is temporarily blinded. This profound experience leads to his conversion and a complete reversal 
of his lifeôs direction. Despite facing hardship and persecution after his conversion, he became one of 
the greatest apostles, writing much of the New Testament. 
 

As we are continually transformed into the Christians and disciples we are meant to be, itôs important 
to remember that God does not change. In Malachi 3:6, the Bible says, ñI, the Lord, never change.ò If 
ñchangeò means moving in another direction, why would God need to change? As GotQuestions.org 
explains, for God to change would imply that He needs to become either better or worse.  Since God 
is the ultimate perfection, Got Questions says, ñHe cannot change because He cannot be better than 
He already is; and He cannot fail or become less than perfect, so He cannot become worse than He is. 
Godôs quality of never changing is called immutability.ò 
 

Iôm grateful that God does not change. If He did, we would never know how to please Him, praise 
Him, or understand what it takes to be saved or reconciled to Him. Since God is unchanging and has 
given us His Word, we can know that if we are saved, we can stand justified before Him. His Word 
guides us in how we can change by praising Him more, studying His Word more, and loving each 
other as a demonstration of the love Christ has extended to us.  
 

Yes, itôs a season of changeðnot for God, but for you and me. Look at the leaves and be reminded 
that change can be beautiful, especially when it draws us closer in our relationship with the Lord.  
Obedience is the hard part.  Obedience will lead us to change by the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Past˛ʞ Tʺˋʦ  



 

To Our Pastor 

In Infinite Wisdom  

The Lord surely knew 

That we would need a Pastor 

As Faithful as you. 

A Love of Godõs Word 

& a Heart for His flock 

You give of yourself 

& You Stand on the Rock. 

We Appreciate You!! 



We would like to welcome Ethan Tawney to the First Baptist staff as Youth Pastor. Our mem-
bers voted on Ethan for the position of Youth Pastor following the morning worship on Sep-
tember 29. Ethan becomes the 4th Youth Pastor for First Baptist Church.  
 

Following the unanimous vote in favor, Ethan and his wife Zºe joined our congregation.  
 

Ethan and Zºe live in Parkersburg where she works as a nurse and he is an electrician.  
 

Ethanôs position begins on October 1. We look forward to having this couple join us in fellow-
ship as well as having him lead our youth. 
 

May the Lord bless this couple as they begin this ministry.  

Ethan giving his testimony 
Question & Answer after   
            church  

 Accepting the vote results 

Ethan and Zºe join FBC 





 

WHEN: /ƻƳƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ рǘƘ - фǘƘ 
 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ Ϫ нΥллǇƳ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ Ϫ млΥллŀƳ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

 

WHERE: {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ όŀƭƻƴƎ Yŀƴπ

ŀǿŀ .ƭǾŘΦύ 
мфлл Yŀƴŀǿŀ .ƭǾŘΦ 9Φ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΣ ²± нромт 

 
 

Pastor Toby will be there Monday morning for  
90 minutes. If you are interested,  

please contact Pastor Toby or go to the website 

 
 

wvbiblemarathon@gmail.com 
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Brent Ritchie shows his witness in baptism 
Conner Ritchie rededicates his life by baptism 

On September 8, following the baptisms of Brent 
and Conner Ritchie, we were blessed to observe 
the dedication of their youngest son Beckham 
Lance Mitchell Ritchie for the Lord.  
 
The Ritchie family - Brent, Angel and Conner - 
then joined our church for membership.  
 

Welcome to the family of FBC! 

What a blessing to hear the testimony 
of Kelly Taylor as we observed her 
baptism on September 15.   
 
Kelly may be returning to Texas after 
the first of the year, but wherever she 
goes, she will go with the Lord and 
our love.  

Kelly Taylor is baptized by Pastor Toby 





The Board of Christian Education and Deacons 
purchased and presented gifts certificates to 
local First Responders for 9/11. 
 
Sandy Confer is pictured with the Firefighters, 
Ravenswood Police manager Heath Bloxton, 
and the EMS workers.  
 
Thank you to all the First Responders who 
choose to protect us in our community.  

Third Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
Our next quarterly business meeting will be held on October 16 at 6:30.  During 
this time, we as a church, will make decisions about the church. All members are 
encouraged to come and be a part of the Lordôs business.  
 
All officers are asked to have their reports to the office by October 9 in order to 
have them ready for Sunday October 13.   
 
  


