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The History of the First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV

History … A nod to the past, a glimpse to the future

From its earliest beginnings, the Ravenswood Baptist Church, until now - 160 years strong and going - has been about community, fellowship, missions and joining together in the love of
Christ. A small but faithful group of Christians have weathered storms over the decades. Our humble building stands as a testament of faith to those who had the courage and vision to follow
God’s calling; from its inception in 1866, the building dedicated in 1878, welcomes one and all still today 160 years later in 2026 – at 215 Ann Street, Ravenswood, WV. Join us. Become a
part of the next chapter of the First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV.

IN THE BEGINNING….

Fifteen Christians came together and established the “Ravenswood Baptist Church” on November 10, 1866. The first official organized meeting, where they proclaimed their intent to found
the Church, was held by Reverand J. Swiger and fifteen members: Mrs. Rachel Blackburn, Mrs. Hannah L. Haworth, Miss Alma J. Haworth, Miss Alice E. Haworth, Miss America King, Miss
Virginia Long, Mrs. Nancy J. Law, Miss Kate Parker, Mr. John Rudman, Mrs. E. J. Rudman, Miss Josephine Taylor (all of whom were baptized October 21, 1866), Dr. S. M. Haworth, Mr. William
Long, Mrs. Sarah Long and Mrs. Mary A. Parker (whose memberships were accepted by letter).

On December 6, 1866, the Church was reorganized by Council moderated by Reverand J. W. Carter with D.T.C. Farrow as secretary. Out of this meeting, the Sunday School program was also
established and led by Dr. S. M. Haworth as superintendent, who held this position for many years to follow.

In these very early years, Ravenswood Baptist Church held services in The Old Ravenswood Academy (also known as the Union Academy), then later moved to the Charles Harpold Tannery,
and later still to a hall in an old brick building owned by Robert S. Brown. Meetings were held in Mr. Brown’s building, until March 1875 when it was thought to be unsafe by some resulting in
a return to The Old Ravenswood Academy. Services continued to be held at the Academy until June 9, 1878 when the newly completed church building at 215 Ann Street was dedicated.

The lot where the church currently stands was purchased in June 1875 for $200 from Henrietta Fitzhugh, daughter of Sarah Fitzhugh who was the sister of President George Washington. In
the fall of the same year, the foundation was laid for a 36 x 61-foot building and in May 1876 the frame was stood up. Unfortunately, in July the framing was blown down in a storm, but the
congregation was not deterred; by the first of September 1876 the framing was rebuilt and the building enclosed. Work continued slowly but steadily until it was completed, and on Sunday,
June 9, 1878, at 2:00 pm, the new church building, home of the Ravenswood Baptist Church standing at 215 Ann Street, was dedicated. Rev. J. W. Carter of Parkersburg, WV preached the
sermon, and the Rev. T. Allen of Dayton, OH offered the prayer.
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The total cost of the building was $3,000; Three hundred and fifty-one dollars was arranged for the dedication leaving no debt and a fresh start for the Church. Mr. J. E. Wilkinson and Mr.
Ezbai1 Wells of Ravenswood presented the bell to the church for the bell tower, measuring forty inches in diameter and weighing 1,060 pounds. The bell can be heard still today at the
beginning of each Sunday church service.

In the summer of 1914, the church was reseated with new pews. Up until this time, the church continued using the same seats from the Robert S. Brown building.

September 8, 1937, Rev. Kelley Smith appointed a committee to draft a constitution and by-laws for the Church. Committee members were: Dr. Paul Starkey, Mr. M.D. Bishop, Mr. Dana
Woofter, Miss Kathyrn Elder, Mrs. D.E. Cole and Mr. W.M. Jones. This would appear to be the earliest reference to a formal Constitution and By-Laws document for the Church. At that time
the name of the Church was the “Ravenswood Baptist Church”. In 1954, the name was changed to the “First Baptist Church, Ravenswood, W. Va.”

AS WE GROW…

Between 1927 and 1929 improvements were made which included rewiring the church and remodeling the front of the building. A parsonage was purchased in 1935 on Henrietta Street,
and in 1938 changes to the church included redecorating the walls in the sanctuary, purchasing and installing venetian blinds, and installing two gas furnaces. The women’s Home Workers
Society contributed the initial funds and initiated the work to begin redecorating the sanctuary. The gas floor heating units were purchased with funds left to the Church by Mr. Edwin H.
Flynn of Parkersburg, WV, by Miss Ruby Watts, as administrator; the sorely needed heating units were installed at no cost to the Church. The cost of the furnaces and installation was $75.50.
(A copy of this check is in the church archives.)

The parsonage on Henrietta Street was sold, and a new parsonage purchased at 7 Gallatin Street between 1943-1947. In 1949 the church purchased its first broadcasting system installed in
the bell tower. Between 1970 - 1973, the Memorial Fund was established and from that its first purchase being the “carillon” from Bell Industries; from this the sounds of bells and music
could be heard coming from the church bell tower on the hour, every hour for decades. Fifty years later, technology improvements replaced the no longer functioning carillon with digital
music, and the tradition lives on.

The first new expansion was voted on in November 1951, and construction began in April 1952, for the new educational unit. Mr. D. E. Cole was the Chairman of the Building Committee, and
Mr. J. F. Moore was the Chairman of the Trustees and in charge of overseeing construction.

It was in 1954 that the footprint of the church nearly tripled with the completion of the new educational building, and the remodeled and redecorated sanctuary. The modern 2-story
building attached to the back of the original church structure provided 15 permanent classrooms for Sunday school, toilet facilities and drinking fountains on both upper and lower floors, a
modern kitchen on the second floor as well as an assembly / banquet hall able to accommodate up to 250 people comfortably.

1 earliest located account of the history of FBC documents Mr. Ezbai Wells, who at the time would have been 25 years old and operating a dry good store in Ravenswood; some accounts reference Ephraim (who was his father and
was a farmer) or others as Jubal Wells, of whom no records can be confirmed. Therefore, for accuracy we lend this account to Mr. Ezbai Wells. Mr. J.E. Wilkinson was a local businessman in the area; both men had ties to early
families of Ravenswood and the Church.
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Office space for the Pastor, a nursery for the youngest of the congregation and another room for the choir to gather and prepare for worship was also included in this new addition. A modern
baptistry utilizing the upstairs toilet facilities to provide a private dressing area was included in the design, bringing the new and old sections together.

When the baptistry is closed behind the magnificent burgundy velvet curtains, it appears only as a backdrop to the newly designed and decorated sanctuary. Improvements also included a
forced air gas furnace, a new roof, wall to wall carpet in the sanctuary, and redesign of the pews.

Also in 1954, a new English Colonial style of architecture was used to remodel the exterior of the First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV. A new church steeple was purchased made of
plastic, replacing the original wood frame which was removed after suffering damage in a storm in 1928. The large round pillars and changes to the front of the building as part of this
redesign are similar to what we still see today in 2026 as we celebrate our 160th year.

In 1978, the parsonage at 7 Gallatin Street was sold and a new home was purchased at 617 Fitzhugh Avenue. In October 1976, the old house sitting adjacent to the church on the corner of
Ann and Mulberry, which was part of the church property for many years, was sold for $1.00 and removed. Other improvement projects included replacing the old metal roof on the main
church building with a modern shingle roof; encasing the bell tower with aluminum siding, and adding insulation and air conditioning in the sanctuary. In 2023 the roof was replaced with a
metal roof, a subtle nod to our past.

Approximately in the year 2000, the parsonage at 617 Fitzhugh Ave. was sold and for a few short years there no official parsonage owned by the Church; pastors owned their own homes
locally, and plans were in play to eventually purchase the home at 214 Ann Street owned by Harold and Amy Bush. The home was eventually purchased in 2008 with the agreement the
Bushes would remain in the home and it would transfer to First Baptist Church upon their deaths. The Old Colonial style home, built in 1880, became the parsonage in 2011. The three lots
on Ann Street across from the church, plus a lot on Sycamore Street which serves as a parking lot are all part of the Church’s current property holdings.

In March 1998, ground breaking and work began for the Church’s second expansion with the construction of a new Fellowship Hall. The multipurpose addition connects seamlessly to the
church on the right side incorporating the majority of the empty lot/side yard owned by the church. Work was completed in late fall and a dedication celebration was held December 6th with
a luncheon following the service. The Fellowship Hall offers a commercial size kitchen, is handicap accessible and offers an open concept multipurpose room which accommodates up to 300
people comfortably; it is used for church dinners and wedding receptions, has been host to countless bridal showers, baby showers and birthday parties. Following the completion of the
Fellowship Hall, the existing upstairs of the Educational Building was reconfigured for children and adult Sunday School classes. The inclusion of an electric chair lift now allows for access to
the upper level as well.

With ever changing technology, the message is now able to be delivered from the sanctuary beyond our four walls and out to the world using the internet to stream on Facebook, You Tube
and directly from our webpage. The 21st century has brought with it technology which no one in 1866 could have dared imagine.
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PEWS

The sanctuary pews, which were seated originally in the summer of 1914, were modified with decorative white endcaps, carrying this theme of dark walnut tones and bright white painted
trim throughout the modernized sanctuary in 1954; in 1978 velveteen seat cushions were purchased to continue the theme of rich burgundy and provide comfort. Serving the Church well
for 110 years, in 2024 new pews were purchased and fully funded through sponsorships by our Church family. The new pews, in place and dedicated in November 2024, were full at their
first Christmas Eve candlelight service.

WOMEN’S CIRCLE

The Women’s Mission Circle has been in existence since March 12, 1893, with Mrs. J. W. Crooks president (in 1916); by 1966, it was known as the “Women’s Federation” and Mrs. Verna
Burglechner was president.

The Home Workers was organized April 25, 1910 with twenty members. In 1916 there were forty-four members, with Mrs. W. B. Fleming was president. In 1966 the Circle was continuing
great work in the interest of the Church under the leadership of Mrs. Kyle Hardman.

In 1954 two newly formed Women’s Circle groups were established in the First Baptist Church of Ravenswood: Circle Number Two (Circle Two) was established, later being known as the
Frances Crooks Circle, and Circle Number Three (Circle Three). In 1983, C.I.R.C.L.E. was created for the younger women of the Church. Did you know “Circle” stands for Christian Involvement
Radiates Christian Love Everywhere”?

The Women’s CIRCLE, as it has been simply known for many years, voted in March 2026 to changed its name to the “Wright Mission Circle”, honoring past member Leila Susan Wright.
Today’s Circle is active supporting needs of the community and missions world-wide, and is open to all women of the Church. The current president is Mrs. Abbi Woods

LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE ….

…. 160 years and counting!  Come join our Church family and help write the next chapter!



Ravenswood Baptist Church held early 
services at the Ravenswood Academy, also 
known as the Union Academy.
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Services were also held in the Harpold Tannery and later in a building 
owned by Robert S. Brown (no picture found), before returning to the 
Ravenswood Academy.  

Once the Church building was completed in 1878, the Church has been in 
continuous service in its present location at 215 Ann Street, Ravenswood, 
WV.

Ravenswood Baptist Church – over time



Ravenswood Baptist Church – over time…
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The Original building (L ) circa 1900-1910; (Center) showing the old house to right of church, circa 1950; 
(R) 1940s seen from a view from across the street at the corner of Ann and Mulberry.



Ravenswood Baptist Church – over time – transition.  
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(L-R) Circa 1927-1929 based on the remodeled front; circa early 1920s; circa 1926 before remodeled front; (R) Circa early 1930s 
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Ravenswood Baptist Church – over time – transition.   1954 - 1975

(L) In December 1954 after 
completion of the exterior 
and interior remodeling, 
and the addition of the 
Educational Unit on the 
back of the church. (R) 
Circa 1975 after the old 
house was removed from 
the side lot to the right of 
the church. 
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1954
Dedication Church remodel & grand 
opening of the Educational Unit



Pastors serving First Baptist Church through the years…
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At the beginning of the 160th anniversary 
project, we had only a list of past ministers, 
handed down over generations.  As was 
common in formality of the times, only the first 
and middle initials for them were used, even in 
available records of the Baptist convention and 
in other publications and sources found on the 
internet.  The first minister documented in 
maintained church files with their first name 
was in 1936 with Rev. Kelley Smith and not 
again until 1947 with Rev. Robert Gillet.  

The challenge was accepted to find more 
information on the gentlemen who served the 
congregation of First Baptist Church of 
Ravenswood.  Persistence paid off and today 
we have not only their names, but a little about 
each of them.  

Turn the page ….
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Name of Pastor Dates serving
Rev. J. Swiger 1866 - 1869 Jabez Swiger b: 1828 – d: 1887 
Rev. J. F. Hardwicke 1871 - 1872 Joel F. Hardwicke b: 4/9/1837 - d: 8/18/1895
Rev. M. B. Edmondson 1873 - 1873 Matthew Buchanan Edmondson b: 11/26/1821 – d: 10/13/1907 
Rev. W. E. Powell 1873 - 1879 William Edmond Powell b: 7/10/1842 - d: 7/28/1901
Rev. L. E. Peters 1879 - 1883 Lewis E. Peters b: 4/27/1843 – d: 3/18/1916 
Rev. Jonathan Smith 1883-1885 Jonathon Smith b: 8/8/1829 – d: 5/28/1913 

Rev. W. L. VanHorn 1887 - 1890 William Lewis Van Horn b: 1849 - d: 7/18/1925
Rev. A. L. Williamson 1891 - 1894 Allen Luther Williamson b: 1863 – d: 1906 
Rev. W. L. Compere 1894 - 1895 William Lee Compere b: 9/24/1865 - d: 4/18/1933
Rev. L. D. Starkey 1895 - 1901 Lorenzo Dow Starkey b: 3/9/1858 - d: 2/9/1931
Rev. J. E. Hutchinson 1903 - 1926 James Edwin Hutchinson b: 3/10/1860 – d: 12/31/1926 
Rev. H. U. Thompson 1927 - 1929 Herbert Ulysses Thompson b: 1/21/1904 - d: 8/17/1969
Rev. E. E. White 1930 - 1935 Ethan Everette White b: 8/21/1875  – d: 8/28/1956
Rev. Kelley Smith 1936 - 1940 Kelley E Smith* (Joshua Kelley Smith) b: 3/15/1900 – d: 9/15/1988
Rev. E. S. Higginbotham 1941 - 1943 Ernest S. Higginbotham b: 1903 – d: 1989
Rev. C. C. Patterson 1943  - 1946 Cecil C. Patterson b: 4/16/1902 - d: 8/29/1974
Rev. Robert Gillet 1947 - 1951 Robert Stanley Gillet b: 12/10/1921 - d: 10/3/1996
Rev. Phil Jenkins 1951 - 1952 Philip Mercer Jenkins b: 5/28/1902 - d: 2/29/1972
Rev. Paul V. H. Bell 1953 - 1960 Paul V.H. (VanHorn) Bell b: 4/2/1917 - d: 4/13/1981
Rev. Howard L. Underwood 1961 - 1969 Howard Lawrence Underwood b: 6/9/1908  d: 1/10/1972
Rev. Michael D. Halley 1970 - 1973 Michael David Halley b: 3/11/1943
Rev. Ronald Lee Stoner 1973 - 1984 Ronald Lee Stoner b: 9/16/1948
Rev. James E. Cunningham 1984 - 1992 James Edward Cunningham b: 1/20/1928 - d: 12/8/1994
Rev. Kenneth Miller 1992 - 2004 Kenneth Allan Miller b: 8/22/1956 
Rev. Jon Villers 2005 - 2010 Jonathan Lewis Villers b: 10/27/1967 
Rev. Mark Gerstell 2011 - 2018 Mark Alan Gerstell b: 12/14/1960
Dr. Toby Wagoner 2018-present Toby Dewayne Wagoner b: 7/1/1974  

Vital Statistics

* no pastor for 2 years 1885 - 1887

  *records link back to a birth & death registered as Joshua Kelley Smith; however all further records reflect Kelley or Kelley E Smith; we believe this to be the same man.
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Rev. Jabez Swiger
Pastor: 1866 – 1869
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Jabez Swiger b: 1828 – d: 1887 

Buried in Milhoan Ridge Christian Church Cemetery, Jackson County, WV

Married Abigail Jane Harbert, November 9, 1848
Children Harriet Ann Boso; Samantha Catherine Barnhart; Martha Mindewell
Swiger; Alice Lee Petty; Virginia H. Milhoan 
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Rev. Joel F. Hardwicke
Pastor: 1871 - 1872

Joel F. Hardwicke b: 1837 – d: 1895
Buried Ladonia Cemetery, Ladonia, Fannin County, TX

Married Mary “Mollie” John Petty (m. 1862)  
Children Emma L., Addison B., Mattie P., William Thomas

J.F. Hardwicke and his brother J.B. Hardwicke were
Baptist Ministers in Virginia/West Virginia in the late
19th century. Rev. J.F. Hardwicke was a Pastor at the
Baptist Church in Pt. Pleasant, WV in 1873 after serving
the congregation at the Ravenswood Baptist Church.
Rev. Hardwicke studied at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in South Carolina.

Joel F. Hardwicke
Born 4/9/1837 - Died 8/18/1895
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Rev. Matthew Buchanan Edmondson
Pastor: 1873 - 1873

Matthew Buchanan Edmondson b: 1821 – d: 1907 

Buried in Two Run Cemetery,  Wirt County, WV

Married Margaret Evaline Ott
Children Mary Lee Anna Fought; Joseph O. S. Edmondson; Fannie Wirt Edmondson; 
Susan A. Edmondson; Matilda Jane Edmondson; Evaline Coe; James J. Edmondson; 
Elmer Dickinson Edmondson; Robert Wirt Edmondson 

L-R sitting: unidentified woman, Rev. 
M.B. Edmonson; Wife, Margaret 
Evaline Ott Edmonson

Children standing: Robert Wirt 
Edmonson; Mary Lee Anna Edmonson 
Fought

Rev. Matthew Buchanan Edmondson
Born 11/26/1821 – Died 10/13/1907
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Rev. William Edmund Powell
Pastor: 1873 - 1879

William Edmond Powell b: 1842 – d: 1901 

Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Parkersburg, Wood County, WV

Married Sophi Jane Morrow Powell in 1869
Children Vida Grace; Stella; Walter E. 

Rev. William Edmund Powell
Born 7/10/1842  - Died 7/28/1901
Ordained December 9, 1866
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Rev. Lewis Edwin Peters
Pastor: 1879 - 1883

Lewis Edwin Peters b: 1843 – d: 1916 

Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Clarksburg, Harrison County, WV

Married Deborah Praither (1855-1878  m. 1869); Margaret LeFavor Chapman (1836-1895 m. 
1882);  Martha “Mattie” Collins (1861-1926 m. 1899)
Children Carrie, Edna Blanche, William, Olla Kay

Rev. Lewis Edwin Peters
Born 4/ 27/1843 in Monroe County, VA -
Died 3/18/ 1916 in Clarksburg, WV

He was a Confederate Soldier, Company C 
36th Cavalry Virginia Battalion, 
Confederate States of America "C.S.A“; he 
was wounded in the battle of Piedmont 
June 5, 1864.

He taught school and later became a 
minister being ordained in 1869.
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Rev. Jonathon Smith
Pastor: 1883 - 1885

Jonathon Smith: b: 1829 – d: 1913 

Buried near Clendenin, WV

Married Lydia Stump, February 27, 1851
Children 8 children, raised 2 brothers and 3 grandchildren

Rev. Jonathon Smith 
Born 8/8/1829 - Died 5/28/1913 
Ordained July 1854

Superintendent State Missions 1872-1874 
President General Association 1893 
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No official pastors between 
1885 - 1887

Did you know?  

 The Ohio River Rail Road officially reached Ravenswood in 1886, as well the Ravenswood, 
Spencer & Glenville Railroad was established allowing a boost in the local economy, trade 
and agriculture.

 The 1887 School was commissioned by builder H. O’Blennes on land donated by 
Henrietta F. Bare.  The “1887 School” (later commonly referred to as the 1887 Building)  
stood at the corner of Sycamore and Henry Street and continued to be home to students 
until 1968.
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Rev. William Lewis Van Horn
Pastor: 1887 - 1890

William Lewis Van Horn b: 1849 – d: 1925

Buried in Fargo, ND

Married Ella Florence Knowles (m. 1853)
Children: D. Paul, Lilian E., Roberta E., Charles, Karla, Frank E. 

Excerpt from Price, Christopher Neal, "The Utilization 
Of Local History In Teaching American Religious 
History: A Gilded Age And Progressive Era North 
Dakota Case Study" (2013). Theses and Dissertations. 
1468. https://commons.und.edu/theses/1468 
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Rev. Allen Luther Williamson
Pastor: 1891 - 1894

Allen Luther Williamson b: 1863 – d: 1906 

Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Parkersburg, Wood County, WV

Married Lucelia “LuLu” C. Leachman (m. 1898) 
Children Dollie Isabelle; Gladys M.; Alan L
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Rev. William Lee Compere
Pastor: 1894 - 1895

William Lee Compere b: 1865 – d: 1933

Buried in Jones Cemetery, Amity, Clark County, AR

Married Sarah Ione Phelps (m. 1892) 
Children William L, Ralph M, Therma E, Ruth C, Josephine I, Don OL, Sarah R

Rev. William Lee Compere
Born 8/24/1865 – Died 4/18/1933

The Arkansas Gazette
Little Rock, Arkansas · Tuesday, November 07, 1916

(below) The Mena Star
Mena, Arkansas · Wednesday, June 01, 1898

Rev. W. L. Compere was born William Lee Compere, one of nine children
born to Ebenezer Lee and Josephine Isabella (Mullins) Compere. William
Lee and brother James Seth became third generation Baptist ministers.
Their grandfather was the pioneer Baptist missionary Lee Compere who
came from England by way of Jamaica then to the United State settling first
as a missionary in the Creek Nation.

William Lee Compere was born September 24, 1865 in Copiah County,
Mississippi and died April 18, 1933 in Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas.
He married Sarah Ione Compere on April 7, 1892 in Greenwood, Arkansas.
He is buried in Jones Cemetery in Amity, Arkansas. Together he and Sarah
raised eight children.

To date we are not quite clear how he came to Ravenswood, WV for his brief
tenure as pastor at the Ravenswood Baptist Church (1894 – 1895), but
research will continue. His father died in November 1895, and may explain
in part his return to Arkansas.
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Rev. Lorenzo Dow Starkey
Pastor: 1895 - 1901

Lorenzo Dow Starkey b: 1858 – d: 1931 

Buried Clarksburg, Harrison County, WV

Married Louise Hoff (m. 1879)
Children  Flora M., Harold A., Maggie F., Ira D., Emma S., Hugh V., Ruth H., Harlan
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Rev. James Edwin Hutchinson
Pastor: 1903 - 1926

James Edwin Hutchinson b: 1860 – d: 1926 

Buried in the Ravenswood Cemetery, Ravenswood, Jackson County, WV

Married Martha Ann Berry (m. 1894)
Children Mildred M; Edwin Berry; Helen F.  

Rev. Hutchinson was Pastor of the Sutton Baptist 
church from August 1893 – July 1903, then serving 
in Ravenswood from 1903 until his sudden death in 
1926

Rev. James Edwin Hutchinson
Born 3/10/1860 in Braxton County, WV
Died 12/31/1926 in Ravenswood, WV
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Rev. Herbert Ulysess Thompson
Pastor: 1927 - 1929

Herbert Ulysess Thompson b: 1904 – d: 1969

Buried Roane County

Married Ora Medeta Carpenter (m. 1930)
Children Herbert M.,

Rev. Herbert U. Thompson was pastor in 
Ravenswood, later serving at the First Baptist 
Church of Shinnston in the 1940s, and the First 
Baptist Church of Hinton in the 1950-1960s.

We can see from newspaper articles, his wife 
was also very active in the community.   He 
appears to have held long service to his 
communities spanning three decades between 
Shinnston and Hinton churches.

He died in August 1969 at the age of 65.  Rev. 
Thompson retired in February earlier that same 
year.
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Rev. Ethan Everette White
Pastor: 1930 - 1935

Ethan Everette White b: 1875  – d: 1956

Buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Parkersburg, Wood County, WV

Married Dollie Dickson (m. 1896)
Children Mildred Mary; Grace Dickson; William Walden

Rev. Ethan Everette White
Born 8/21/1875 – Died 8/28/1956 
Ordained 1/2/1902

The Rev. Ethan E. White of 701 30th St., Vienna, former 
pastor of the Dudley Avenue Baptist church, died 
yesterday afternoon at the Marshall Nursing home after 
a six-year illness. He was 81. The Rev. Mr. White was the 
son of Lanson and Mary Ann White and was born near 
Zanesville, Ohio Aug. 21, 1875. He attended public 
schools in Ohio; continued his education in Ohio 
Northern University and took his theological work in 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago.

On January 2, 1902, he was ordained a Baptist Minister 
and for a time was Pastor of several churches in 
southeastern Ohio. For four years, he was a state 
evangelist for the Ohio Baptist Convention following 
which he was pastor of a church in Bethesda, Ohio until 
1909.

His first work in West Virginia came at Sistersville 
where, for three years, he was pastor of the First Baptist 
Church. A new church was built during his pastorate.  
After that, he was pastor of the Loraine Street church in 
Ironton, Ohio and religious and social work director of 
the Railroad Y.M.C.A. at Russell, Kentucky.

In 1914, he relocated at Weston and during his 
pastorate built a new church. In 1917, he became 
pastor of the Central Baptist church in Columbus, Ohio 
serving two years. In 1919, he was called to Chicago as 
executive secretary of the Moody Bible Institute Alumni 
Association.
From 1921 until 1923 he was pastor of the Dudley 
Avenue Baptist church in Parkersburg. From 1923 to 
1925, he was pastor of the Spencer Baptist Church.

During each of these pastorates, the church edifice was 
remodeled.  In July 1926, he was called to the pastorate 
of the Mt. Hope Baptist church where there the first 
Baptist church was built.  For five years, he was church 
edifice director for the West Virginia State Baptist 
Convention.

Survivors include his wife, the former Dollie Dickson, to 
whom he was married in 1896; three children, Mrs. 
Mildred Williams of Charleston, Miss Grace White, at 
home, and William White of Parkersburg; seven 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren.

Also surviving are two half brothers, James Bay of 
Buckhannon and Fred of Columbus, Ohio and a half-
sister, Mrs. Grace Carticle of Delaware, Ohio.

Final rites will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday from the 
Vaughan funeral home. Officiating Ministers will be the 
Rev. F.M. Tolbert, the Rev. C.C. Caverlee, the Rev. Robert 
A. Moore and the Rev. Hugh Pickett Sr..  Burial will be in 
Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

Published in the Parkersburg Sentinel, August 1956.
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Rev. Kelley E. Smith*
Pastor: 1936 - 1940

Kelley E. Smith b: 1900 – d: 1988

Buried in Sutton Cemetery, in Sutton, Braxton County, WV

Married Agnes Mae Moore (m. 1931)

In 1930, Kelley was a student at Broaddus College and working as a Minister.  He married Agnes Mae 
Moore 8/16/1931 in Philippi, Barbour County, WV.  In Ravenswood Baptist Church records, Rev. 
Kelley E. Smith was ordained in November 25, 1936 at Ravenswood Baptist Church.  Based on timing 
and his ordination date, it would be reasonable to conclude he came to Ravenswood shortly after 
leaving the Seminary.  Interestingly his birth record shows his birth name as *Joshua Kelley Smith, 
but all records further have him simply as “Kelley” or “Kelley E.”  Rev. Smith left Ravenswood Baptist 
Church in the fall of 1940 to become chaplain of the Boy’s Industrial School in Pruntytown, WV.  
Further records show the rest of his career in and around Sutton, WV, as shown in the 1950 census he 
is married and working as a Minister in Sutton, WV.   He died in 10/12/1988.  *Our conclusion is this is 
the same individual. 
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Rev. Ernest Stanley Higginbotham
Pastor: 1941 - 1943

Ernest Stanley Higginbotham b: 1908 – d:  1989

Buried Dale Memorial Park, Chesterfield County, VA

Married Naomi Ardis Wright (m. 1928)
Children  David Allen, Josef Ernest

January 1941, Rev. E. S. Higginbotham accepted 
the position as pastor to Ravenswood Baptist 
Church, having previously been pastor at the 
Cheshire Baptist Church, Cheshire, OH.  In the 
1944, 1945 and 1946 “Year Book of the 
Northern Baptist Convention” Church 
Directories, in the West Virginia conferences, 
Rev. E. S. Higginbotham is listed within the 
Goshen Association – serving Albright, 
Hopewell, Kingwood and Masontown.  

Rev. E. S. Higginbotham is again mentioned 
conducting services, funerals and weddings in 
the Rock Island, Illinois in 1947, and between 
1949-1953 as Pastor of Shiloah Baptist Church 
in Suffolk, Virginia, and Nelson Park Baptist 
Church in Norfolk. 

He and wife Naomi settled in Farmville, 
Virginia.

Rev. Ernest Stanley Higginbotham, 
Born  10/8/1908 – Died 9/8/1989

Below, Rev. Higginbotham and wife 
Naomi
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Rev. Cecil C. Patterson
Pastor: 1943 - 1946

Cecil C. Patterson b: 1902  d: 1974

Buried in Crescent Hill Cemetery, Ceredo, Wayne Country, WV

Married Anna Lois Pinson (m. 1924)
Children Ezra “Pete” Preston; Cecil H. “Buzz”; Jack Lee “Jackie”

Rev. Cecil C. Patterson
Born 4/16/1902 – Died 8/29/1974

Seated: Anna & Rev. Cecil Patterson
L-R standing: sons “Buzz” & Pete” 
Patterson.  [Their son “Jackie” died at 
age 10 in 1944.]
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Rev. Robert Stanley Gillet
Pastor: 1947 - 1951

Robert Stanley Gillet b: 12/10/1921 d: 
10/3/1996

Robert Stanley Gillet b: 1921  d: 1996

Buried in Morefield Cemetery, Hermitage, Mercer County, PA

Married Dorothy Dean Proudfoot (m. 1945)
Children (unconfirmed)

Robert Stanley Gillet was born in Louisville KY to Stanley Adrian Gillet and
Mary Lu Capps on 12/10/1921. He died 10/3/1996 in Frederick,
Maryland He married Dorothy Dean Proudfoot in 1945. Prior to coming
to Ravenswood Baptist Church, he was a member of the Grafton Baptist
Church a graduate of Alderson-Broaddus College and Crozer Theological
Seminary. Rev. Gillet’s father was the Baptist Minister, Rev. Stanley A.
Gillet of Philadelphia, PA and his grandfather was a Baptist minister in
Iowa. Rev. Robert S. Gillet was very active with the youth while serving in
Ravenswood and is frequently commended for his work in this regard.
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Rev. Philip Mercer Jenkins
Pastor: 1951 - 1952

Philip Mercer Jenkins b: 1902  d: 1972

Buried Pittsylvania County, Virginia

Married Anna Ruth McCollam
Children Ruth, David, Barbara, Stewart, Marcia

Rev. Philip M. Jenkins
Born 5/28/1902  – Died 2/29/1972

Christmas Card 1948
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Rev. Paul V.H.(VanHorn) Bell
Pastor: 1953 - 1960

Paul V.H. (VanHorn) Bell b: 1917  d: 1981

Buried in the Ravenswood Cemetery, Ravenswood, Jackson County, WV

Married Loma Luella Haines (m. 1936 / div.); Juanita Hildegard McElwain 
(m. 1946) 
Children Driscoll Kent; Princess Kay 

Rev. Paul VanHorn Bell
Born 4/2/1917  - Died 4/13/1981

L-R – Rev. Paul Bell, daughter Kay, wife 
Juanita*, son Driscoll – at the parsonage on 
Gallatin St. – Ravenswood, WV

The Rev. Paul Van Horn Bell, 64, of 
Ravenswood, died Monday evening in Jackson 
General Hospital after an extended illness. He 
was born April 2, 1917, at Morgantown, son of 
the late Homer and Bessie Van Horn Bell. He 
was a retired Baptist minister, a graduate of 
Baptist Seminary and was ordained in April 
1940.

For the past 41 years he served churches in 
Parsons, Cowen, Toll Gate, Silver Springs, 
Maryland and Ravenswood. For several years 
he served as interim and supply and counselor 
and served at Baptist camp at Cowen. He was 
past president and zone chairman of 
Ravenswood Lion's Club and charter president 
of Kiwanis Club at Parsons.

Surviving are his wife, Juanita McElwain "Ni" 
Bell (whom he married in 1946), who died in 
2008; his daughter, Mrs. Kay Warren of San 
Juan Capistrano, Calif.; his son, Driscoll K. Bell, 
of South Bend, Ind.; his brother, Jesse Bell, of 
Clearwater, Fla.; and seven grandchildren.

Services were held on Thursday, 2 p.m. at 
Straight-Tucker Funeral Chapel, Ravenswood 
with Rev. Ronald McCauley officiating. Burial 
was in Ravenswood Cemetery.Rev. Bell (in suit) assists the young men of the Church to bring chairs 

outside for (what we presume) a good ole’ fashioned meeting under 
the trees!

* Mrs. Bell opened a private 
Kindergarten schooling children in 
Ravenswood for a total of 36 years.  
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Rev. Howard Lawrence Underwood
Pastor: 1961- 1969

Howard Lawrence Underwood b: 1908  d: 1972

Buried in Sugar Creek Cemetery, Gassaway, Braxton County, West Virginia

Married Mary Marie Mehovics (m. 1933)
Children John T., Elizabeth, Ruth

Rev. Howard Lawrence Underwood
Born 6/9/1908 - Died 1/10/1972
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Rev. Michael David Halley
Pastor: 1970 - 1973

Michael David Halley b: 1943

Married Carmen Blair (m. 1964)
Children David, Jeffrey

Rev. Michael David Halley
Born 3/11/1943 

Commander Michael David Halley, Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy
and wife Carmen – Celebrating their 30th wedding anniversary 

August 21, 1994  ~ Chapel in the Woods Naval Air Station, Norfolk, VA
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Rev. Ronald Lee Stoner
Pastor: 1973 - 1984

Ronald Lee Stoner b: 1948

Married Janice (Jan) Carole Dolin (m. 1970)
Children Rhonda, Shane

Jan and Ron Stoner - During Rev. Stoner’s tenure at First Baptist 
Church Ravenswood, they were both very active with the youth 
group.  Jan led the teen girls with a class called the “Pioneer 
Girls”.   She also operated a nursery school, which operates still 
today; “Humpty Dumpty Nursery School” is still going strong 
under the leadership of Connie Staats, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Ravenswood.

Rev. Ronald Lee Stoner
Born 9/16/1948
Ordained 9/30/1973

Rev. Ron Stoner, a graduate of Marshall University and Southern Baptist
Seminary, was ordained at the 20th Street Baptist Church in Huntington,
WV on September 30, 1973. He was the Pastor of First Baptist Church,
Ravenswood, WV; Emmanuel Baptist Church, Charleston, WV; and First
Baptist Church of Hurricane, WV.

Rev. Stoner had a profound influence and a natural way of connecting
with the youth while at First Baptist Church of Ravenswood; a legacy
which continues to give generation over generation.
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Rev. James Edward Cunningham
Pastor: 1984 - 1992

James Edward Cunningham b: 1928  d: 1994

Buried in Cunningham Memorial Park, St. Albans, Kanawha County, WV

Married Jean Ann Denny (m. 1956)
Children Ramona, LeeAnn, Joy, Judy 

Rev. James Edward Cunningham
Born 1/20/1928   Died 12/8/1994
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Rev. Kenneth Allan Miller
Pastor: 1992 - 2004

Kenneth Allan Miller b: 1956 

Married Allison Diane Washburn (m. 1980)
Children Nolan, Mallory

Rev. Kenneth Allan Miller
Born 8/22/1956 

Rev. Miller graduated from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY with a Masters
in Divinity; he received his undergraduate from
University of Louisville, Louisville, KY.

Now retired, the Ohio native served as Pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Weston, WV; the First
Baptist Church of Kenova, WV; First Baptist Church
of Marietta, OH; and the First Baptist Church of
Ravenswood, WV. He is a former WVBC annual
speaker, and has served on a variety of boards,
committees and local ministerial associations
throughout the West Virginia Baptist Convention.
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Rev. Jonathan Lewis Villers
Pastor: 2005 - 2010

Jonathan Lewis Villers b: 1967  

Married Koreen Mellquist (m. 1989)
Children Caleb, Allison, Thomas, Bobby 

Rev. Jonathan Lewis Villers
Born 10/27/1967

Rev. Jon Villers , son of Rev. Lewis and Louise Villers, grew up in Wirt and Calhoun Counties in WV. He
has served as the Southeast Area Minister for the West Virginia Baptist Convention, working in the
Elk Valley, Fayette, Greenbrier-Raleigh, Hopewell and Rockcastle Associations.

While still in college, he held a ministry internship, later continuing his education at Alderson
Broaddus College in Philippi, WV, earning a double major in Accounting and Management
Information Systems. He holds a Master of Business Administration from Averett College and a
Master of Divinity degree from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. Rev. Villers is currently pursing
his Doctor of Ministry degree from Palmer Seminary.

Throughout his 30 plus career, he has served parishioners in Wood, Mercer, Monroe, Kanawha,
Jackson and Barbour Counties as well as being an adjunct professor at Alderson Broaddus and an
interim chaplain at Alderson Broaddus. Rev. Villers helped start a Christ-centered 12 step program
“Celebrate Recovery Barbour County”.

Jon is married to Koreen, who has served as the WVBC Director of Discipleship. He and Koreen are
the parents of 4 children and are eagerly awaiting the birth of their 6th grandchild!



First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV – 160th Anniversary – 1866 - 2026

Rev. Mark Alan Gerstell
Pastor: 2011 - 2018

Mark Alan Gerstell b: 1960

Married Susan (m. 1984)
Children Holly

Rev. Mark Gerstell
Born  12/14/1960

Son of Rev. Joseph E. and Norma K.
Gerstell, Mark grew up in Keyser,
WV. Now retired, Mark served as
the Senior Pastor at First Baptist
Church of Ravenswood from 2011 –
2018. Following his retirement, he
continued to serve in leadership
roles within the congregation, still
graciously fills in at the pulpit when
the need arises, and blesses the
congregation with his beautiful
baritone voice.

First Baptist Church of Ravenswood
was his first and only church, in
which he was called to full-time
ministry. Before moving to
Ravenswood, he had pastored
Meadowdale Baptist Church in
Sandyville, WV, in a bi-vocational
capacity. He was ordained while at
Meadowdale from the Good Hope
Association. Mark graduated from
Palmer Seminary – Eastern
University with a Masters in Divinity
in 2016.

Prior to the Ministry, Mark was a
WVU graduate in Business
Administration; a degree he put to
good use having been the General
Store Manager at Hardman’s Home

Center in Spencer, WV for 22 years.
Very community minded, while living
in Spencer he established and
organized the Community Family
Day and All Faith Celebration for the
City of Spencer. Additionally, he
spearheaded the founding of the
Library at Spencer Primary School
and was selected as Outstanding
Community Advocate of the Year by
the Roane County Board of
Education.

First Baptist Church of Ravenswood
continues to benefit from Mark’s
civic mindedness. He envisioned the
church motto of “Reaching Out,
Inviting In, and Growing in Christ
Together” –which is still being used
today. He started the Roving Revival
and a Good Hope Scholarship Fund
to assist those going on mission
trips; developed the Memorial Day
Service Recognition Program for
members who had passed the
previous year and the Maundy
Thursday Service.

Rev. Gerstell and his wife Susan spend their spare time 
loving on their grandchildren, thanks to the blessing of 
daughter Holly and son-in-law Jesse Nowery.   

(R) Mark & Susan Gerstell,  (L) Jesse& Holly (Gerstell) 
Nowery, the grandchildren Theo & Addie (2026)
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Rev. Toby Dewayne Wagoner
Pastor: 2018 - present

Toby Dewayne Wagoner b: 1974

Married: Jennifer Violet Dixon (m. 1999) 
Children: Andrea, Samantha, Aaron, John, Hannah

Prior to becoming a pastor full time, Rev. Wagoner grew up in
Spencer, WV, where he began working as a radio broadcaster
while still in high school; a profession he continued for over 15
years. He later parlayed his communication skills to become a
public information officer in WV state government while
beginning his bi-vocational ministry services.

He has served in official ministry capacity beginning in 2008-2014
at the Love and Kindness Independent Church in Spencer, WV;
came to First Baptist Church, Ravenswood. WV as Youth Pastor in
2014, later accepting the position of Senior Pastor in 2018.

Rev. Dr. Toby D. Wagoner received his Doctor of Ministry- Biblical
Studies from Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA ; a Master of Arts –
Biblical Studies from Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, IL; and
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree from WVUP, Parkersburg,
WV.

He was ordained by the American Baptist Churches, USA
Good Hope Association, WV in January 2018.

Jennifer & Toby Wagoner, married 
8/6/1999 shown here in 2026 Rev. Toby Dewayne Wagoner

Born 7/1/1974
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Historical Churches in the City of Ravenswood
In 1952 the churches are shown here as part of
Ravenswood’s Centennial celebration. Today, in 2026,
Grace Episcopal Church (top) and First Baptist Church
(bottom right) still actively hold services in the same
buildings; while the First United Presbyterian Church
(middle right) meets in a “new” building.

Grace Episcopal Church, located at 405 Walnut St., building
dedication was in 1902 having been rebuilt after a fire in
1900; the church began when organized in 1851.

First Baptist Church Ravenswood, located at 215 Ann St.,
building dedication was in 1878, after being organized in
1866.

M.E. Church located at the corner of Henry & Walnut streets
originally a Methodist Church, later became the “Our Savior
Evangelical Lutheran Church” (where Mrs. Juanita Bell once
held private Kindergarten classes in the basement
classroom; she was also the wife of Rev. Paul V.H. Bell,
Minister at FBC 1953-1960-), today serves as home for BASE
Athletics Cheer & Tumbling Classes.

The Presbyterian Church building located at the corner of
Virginia & Mulberry sits empty for decades. The “First United
Presbyterian Church” relocated to a newly completed
building in 1963, located at the end of 601 South Ritchie
Ave., where services are still active. The church was
organized in 1847.

First Christian Church located at the corner of Sand &
Gallatin is no longer an active church, however in recent
years the building owner has welcomed new & growing
congregations to utilize its sanctuary & classrooms as an
interim church home. Today it operates as “For Him
Ministries” meeting needs of those in community, as well as
home for “Liberty Academy” a micro-school.

Shown here in July 
2026, (top) First 
Baptist Church 
Ravenswood and 
(middle) Grace 
Episcopal Church 
are the two oldest 
active churches 
still holding 
services 
consecutively 
within the same  
church buildings in 
Ravenswood.  

The First United 
Presbyterian 
Church (bottom), 
established in 
1847 is the oldest
congregation 
active within our 
community.
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Historical Churches in the City of Ravenswood (May 1960)

Presbyterian Church, 
corner of Virginia & 
Mulberry St.

First Christian 
Church, corner of 
Sand & Gallatin St.

First Baptist Church, 
Ann St. 

Grace Episcopal 
Church, Walnut St.

Methodist Church, 
corner of Henry & 
Walnut St. 

Second Baptist 
Church, Elwood 
St. Calvary Baptist 

Church, Sand St.

Catholic Church, 
Elwood St. 
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Historical Churches in the City of Ravenswood (May 1960)

Pilgram Holiness Lutheran, Sand St.

First Baptist Church Ravenswood, circa 
1960s
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Historical Churches in the City of Ravenswood (July 2026)

Former Presbyterian 
Church, corner of 
Virginia & Mulberry St.

Former M.E. Church 
(Methodist), corner of 
Henry & Walnut St.

Former Christian 
Church, corner of 
Sand & Gallatin St.
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September 20, 1980 
Suck-Barb wedding

Ravenswood Baptist Church – over time.
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First Baptist Church Ravenswood, circa 
1980/1990s

Ravenswood Baptist Church – over time.

Steeple repair before – during after –
1993/1994
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What Baptists Believe – scrapbook from 1960

In the church archives is a big blue very delicate scrapbook… it’s unclear who 
prepared it, but it does appear to be a school project.

To the left is a picture of the handwritten in pencil.  Transcription is found 
below

****
Beliefs of the Baptist.

1. Baptist believe in “believer’s baptism,” as well as in baptism by 
immersion.

2. Baptism and the observance of the Lord’s Supper are symbols, not 
sacraments.

3. Baptists, like other non-Catholics, believe in the authority of the 
New Testament, not in that of an intermediary.

4. Baptists believe in freedom of conscience, freedom of worship, 
freedom of local churches to administer their own affairs.

5. Baptists believe in direct relationship between the individual and 
the Father.

6. A church is an assembly of people who have come together to 
wordship God.

7. Baptists believe in separation of the Church and the state.
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Women of First Baptist Church

(L) Women’s Homeworkers 
Society was established at 
the Ravenswood Baptist 
Church in 1910 and 
outlined their By-Laws   

(R) On November 12, 1956 
the The Women’s 
Homeworkers Circle #3 
meeting was hosted at the 
home of Mrs. Dottie 
Vought (Connie Vought 
Staats mother); the 
nominating committee 
included Jackie Vought 
(Debby Vought Bashaw’s 
mother) & Ruth Moss 
(Roberta Moss Miller’s 
mother) provided a report.  
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Women of First Baptist Church

(Circle I (Home Workers Society), 1972  

The Women's Circle gathers
monthly for fellowship &
refreshments. Above is from 2025
held right after church and was well
attended women of all ages.

Left – annual end of year Christmas
party sponsored by the Women’s
Circle – starts out at one house for
appetizers and ends at another for
desert & an ornament exchange ….
Which gets competitive. Rules:
someone can ‘steal’ your ornament
rather than picking from those yet
to be opened.
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September 25, 2022 (L-R) Helen Johnson, Carolyn Brown and
Geraldine Wright where bestowed the honor of Deaconess
Emeritus . Collectively these women have served the Lord and
the congregation of First Baptist Church of Ravenswood for
nearly 150 years. Rev. Toby Wagoner is pictured on this special
occasion.

The Church is blessed to still have these ladies with us still in
2026. Post card from 1941 showing a rendition of Ravenswood Baptist Church - 215 Ann St,

Ravenswood, WV

Notice the house to the left at 217 Ann St. built in 1900 & still stands today; present owners Mick 
& Susan Price.  Look closely to the right where the old house once stood and now is part of the 
church courtyard. 
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Membership Milestones ….. 

First Baptist Church Ravenswood is honored to have among its congregation three individuals holding the longest memberships, and each by 
baptism.  They truly have been representative of both our history and our future!

David Moore – by Baptism on July 3, 1955

Roberta (Moss) Miller – by Baptism June 10, 1956

Ellen (Wheeler) Emmerson – by Baptism in April 1958

David Moore Roberta (Moss) Miller Ellen (Wheeler) Emmerson
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Do you recognize these city street names in 
our Church history?

First Baptist Church family ties to the foundation of the City of Ravenswood
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In 2024, the pews which were originally
seated in 1914 were replaced. (L) pews
dating back to 1914 were updated in
1954; (Center) New pews in 2024
sponsored and fully funded by friends
and family of the church. (R) Christmas
Eve service 2024, the new pews were full
and new battery powered LED candles
used in lieu of traditional wax. (Insert)
The Choir sings their annual Christmas
Cantata.
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First Baptist Church in 2026

The TEN COMMANDMENTS monument was set in the
courtyard at the end of 2022. It offers an opportunity for
all those passing by to take a moment and reflect. It is a
focal point, a conversation starter….and a built-in witness
platform.
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First Baptist Church – picturesque

January 2022

September 2021
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Kids and Youth
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Kids and Youth

The Ugly Sweater Party has gained traction in recent years.  The elders often beat out the youth … experience perhaps?

Spaghetti fund raisers for the youth group are popular and well 
attended.  In 2025 they raised $1,400 to help fund their activities.  

Sometimes we get them to gather and sing!



First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV – 160th Anniversary – 1866 – 2026

Men of First Baptist Church

In 2025, The Good Hope Association hosted the annual
American Baptist Men’s Prayer Breakfast and was held at
First Baptist Church Ravenswood with 49 men in
attendance.
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Gatherings ….
First Baptist Church is a church of generations.
Kids grow up here - adults return here -
children are born here - friends reunite here.
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Outreach ….reaching out to kids and families … here and across the Globe

Summer outreach at
the city park – free food
and drinks and an open
invitation to come visit
us at the church across
the street with the big
white steeple!

Samaritan’s Purse - Operation Christmas Child – reaching kids worldwide through
this mission project. FBC fills hundreds of boxes each year and has served as a
regional drop off location for the county. We are blessed to have OCC volunteer
coordinators in our congregation & such generous parishioners lending their
support.
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Outreach ….reaching out to kids and families … here and across the Globe

Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a non profit in
Jackson County, WV providing new, hand
made beds and bedding to children in
need. First Baptist Church as well as the
kids attending Vacation Bible School in
2026 helped fund, build and deliver beds.

Proverbs 3:24 “When you lie down, you
will not be afraid; when you lie down, you
sleep will be sweet.”
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Weddings over the years . . .

Frances Ledbetter & 
Tom Varner – wedding, 
October 17, 1959

(Top right L-R) Jennie 
Griffith, Frances & Tom 
Varner, Dick Lantz

(L-R) Lohr Varner, 
Frances & Tom Varner, 
Darlie Ledbetter

Ellen Wheeler & Ronald Emmerson – wedding, 1968

(L-R) Macel Wheeler, Clyde Wheeler, (back) Rev. Howard 
Underwood, Ellen & Ronald Emmerson, Doris Wheeler
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Weddings over the years . . .

(L-R) Annabelle & Brooks Flesher  / Carl & Dorothy Varney (R) – July 
25, 1982 at their children's wedding, July 25, 1982

Venisa (Varney) & Jeff Flesher – Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Flesher – July 25, 1982
Jeff, Venisa and Annabelle 
Flesher today
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Sharon Adkins & Kerry Wines 
– wedding day 
June 26, 2026

Sarah & Mitchell Hoffman, (top) 
wedding day 1980

Pam Withrow & Gary Balser –
wedding, April 5, 1975

Weddings over the years . . .
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Janet Suck & Doug Barb -
wedding September 20, 1980

Weddings over the years . . .

Audrey Lindley & Ted Suck -
wedding 1961
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Leigh Ann Staats & David Kerns –
wedding  November 28, 2009

Weddings over the years . . .
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Katie Ferrell & Taylor Woods –
wedding October 26, 2024

Weddings over the years . . .
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2026 First Baptist Church leadership 

Deacons:
Alan Arrington
Gary Balser
Dan Dzierzanski
Jim Frazier
Matt King
Jon Moore

Trustees:
Debby Bashaw
Mike DeLong
Brent Ritchie
Ron Starkey
Tom Stephenson
Phil Walker

Deaconesses:
Gusta Arrington
Sherry Dzierzanski
Robin McGoskey
Jane Moore
Ellen Varner

Board of Christian 
Education:
Tanya Cole – Chairperson
Shawn Cole – Youth
Brittany Pistelli – Children
Tammy & Bill Harpold –
Family Life
Amy Starkey – Missions
Debra Lyons – Sunday School
Kristi King – Adult Life

Bev Stephenson – Sunday 
School Clerk
Connie Staats – Financial 
Secretary
Jo Hendricks – Treasurer
Rhonda Ritchie Samples –
Church Clerk

Abbi Woods – Music 
Director/ Pianist
Ann Johnson –
Organist/Worship Song 
Leader

Jon Moore – Head Usher

Susan West – Church 
Secretary

Toby Wagoner – Sr. Pastor

Jane & Jon Moore                Amy & Ron Starkey     Dan & Sherry Dzierzanski   Gusta & Alan Arrington    Matt & Kristi King Shawn & Tanya Cole

Debby Bashaw     Mike DeLong    Brent Ritchie          Jim Frazier              Tom Stephenson       Phil Walker             Robin McGoskey    Ellen Varner             

Debra Lyons         Bill & Tammy Harpold         Brittany Pistelli    Rhonda Samples  Connie Staats  Bev Stephenson   Jo Hendricks

Abbi Woods              Ann Johnson                                             Susan West                     Rev. Dr. Toby Wagoner
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Sources:
Materials used to prepare this historical 160th anniversary booklet were obtained from publicly available materials online and through services such as 
“Ancestry.com”, other publicly available online data, public domain newspaper articles, publications owned or in the personal possession of the author or First Baptist 
Church of Ravenswood, WV, and archive files found at the West Virginia Baptist Historical Society – Parchment Valley, Ripley, WV; other submissions provided by 
friends, family and members of First Baptist Church Ravenswood, WV.  Materials and data were used as reference and have been compiled in an attempt to provide 
an accurate depiction of the history of our Church and the past Clergy serving as Ministers/Pastors of First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV.  

Disclaimer: 
While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, historical records are naturally limited and prone to unintentional errors or conflicting accounts. The author 
has made reasonable attempts to clarify discrepancies, though readers should note that early records and retellings may contain minor inaccuracies.

Author:  Ellen Marie Varner – Member of the First Baptist Church of Ravenswood, WV 


